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Cocktail Reception: 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Dinner & Program: 7:00 p.m.
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Born September 14, 1940, Paul Joseph Adams III learned the 
value of education from his parents, Patsy Lois and Paul Adams, 
Jr., who enrolled him in private elementary and high schools in 
his hometown of Montgomery, Alabama. After receiving a B.A. 
from Alabama State University, Adams moved north to Chicago, 
where he worked in mental health education while earning his 
M.A. in psychology from Northeastern Illinois University.

In 1971, Adams was hired as director of guidance for 
Providence-St. Mel School, a private Catholic high school in 
Chicago. He became the school's principal a year later. When 
the Archdiocese of Chicago withdrew funding for the school in 
1978, Adams spearheaded a national campaign to raise money 
for the school. In response to his publicity-seeking e�orts and 
the support of the Providence-St. Mel students and community, 
the school received local and national media attention. 
Donations poured in from across the country, and Adams 
transitioned Providence-St. Mel into a not-for-profit 
independent school.

At Providence-St. Mel, Adams focused on developing a strong 
academic standard while enforcing strict disciplinary codes. To 
guarantee the safety of his students, he moved into the vacant 
convent inside the school to ward o� thieves and vandals. His 
dedication became legendary and during the next two decades, 
Adams successfully transformed Providence-St. Mel into a 
premier learning institution for African American students.

Since 1996, Adams has served as president of Providence-
St. Mel School, managing an annual budget in excess of $6 
million. He is still very active in planning the curriculum for the 
school, which has expanded to include elementary and middle 
grades. Under Adams' leadership, every one of Providence-St. 
Mel's graduating seniors has been accepted to institutions of 
higher learning. 

The Spirit of Achievement Award Gala was first initiated in 
2003 by the Foundation as an annual fundraising event 
with a three-fold purpose: to celebrate exemplary 
individuals who demonstrate compassion and a 
commitment to improving the lives of others and their 
community; to raise much-needed funds for The Loretto 
Hospital; and, to introduce the hospital to people outside 
of the Austin community who would not otherwise know 
about the healthcare facility and the important work we 
do on behalf of the residents on Chicago’s Far West Side. 
The gala attracts hundreds of business leaders and 
professionals across Chicago. The night is an evening of 
celebration including, award presentation, special guest 
appearances, dinner, entertainment, and more.

The Loretto Hospital Foundation (LHF) is a not-for-profit 
organization that serves as the primary fundraising entity 
for Loretto Hospital. The Foundation’s goal is to support 
Loretto’s mission of providing access to quality 
patient-centered care and promoting wellness and 
education to the residents of Austin and the surrounding 
communities.

Since 2000, the Foundation has developed numerous 
community outreach health initiatives to support the 
hospital including but not limited to: breast cancer 
screenings, diabetes screenings, programs for seniors, and 
men’s health programs. Additionally, the Foundation aided 
the hospital in the renovation of its new surgical suites, 
ambulatory care clinic and men’s health center as well as 
purchased much-needed clinical equipment and patient 
transportation buses.

About The Loretto Hospital Foundation

About The Spirit of Achievement Awards


